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Welcome back to another exciting edition of the HRCSD Instructional Newsletter!   

 
This month we will continue our focus on creating opportunities in our classrooms for Academic Language 

Production which helps all of our students, but especially our language poor ones.  This month we will are 

focusing on the strategy of summarizing.  Summarizing requires students to determine what is important in 

what they are reading and to put it into their own words.  Instruction in summarizing helps students: 

 

 Identify or generate main ideas 
 Connect the main or central ideas 
 Eliminate unnecessary information 
 Remember what they read 

 

Summarizing 

Strategies 

What is it? How do you use it? 

Ticket Out the Door At the end of the lesson, the students are asked to describe or explain the 
major concept of the lesson in a "Ticket out the Door." 

Study Cards Students keep notes based on what they think will appear on the test. 
Students are then able to use their notes/Study Cards during the test. 

Learning Logs Learning Log summaries help students to explain in writing their 
understandings, points of confusion or experiences.  

Anticipation Guides An Anticipation Guide includes a list of 8-10 statements related to a topic 
of study.  Prior to introducing new information, engage students by having 
them write whether or not they AGREE or DISAGREE with the statements 
listed on the guide.  After the new content has been taught, have students 
react to the new information by responding again to the statements on the 
Anticipation/Reaction Guide.  In writing, the students then explain why 
their before and after answers are different.  

ABC Summary The ABC Summary uses the letters of the alphabets as prompts for 
remembering important ideas or information about a topic.  Students 
attempt to recall and connect summary words or phrases about the topic 
they have been studying to letters of the alphabet. 

Wordsplash The Wordsplash used to activate learning is used again by students to 
summarize learning.  Students write factual statements with the words 
displayed in the splash. 
 

http://www.cobbk12.org/Cheathamhill/LFS%20Update/acquistion_files/ticketoutthedoor.doc
http://www.cobbk12.org/Cheathamhill/LFS%20Update/acquistion_files/abcsummary.doc


Dear Teacher... Students compose a friendly letter to their teacher explaining what they 
already learned about a topic.  In the letter, students inform the teacher 
what they liked/disliked or are still unclear about. 

3-2-1 Countdown The 3-2-1 is used at the end of class to summarize a particular topic. 
Students are asked to write down: 3 most important things learned, 2 
questions that still need to be answered and 1 way their learning connects 
to what they knew before. 
 

The Important Thing  The Important Thing summarizer is a structure within which students write 
a paragraph-length synopsis of a topic following a pattern established and 
repeated in Margaret Wise Brown's Important Book. 

1 Word Summary In a 1 Word Summary, students search for one key word to represent or 
summarize a concept or topics studied in class. 

Summary Sentence Ask students to write one sentence that best summarizes what they 
consider to be the most important information from the lesson. 

Sentences on a Ring After each lesson within a unit, students fill an index card with sentences. 
The index cards are added to a metal ring. 

The Last Word When using the Last Word, the topic to be summarized becomes an 
acronym.  Students brainstorm all the things they can remember about the 
topic studied and then elaborate on those ideas to create a phrase that 
starts with each letter in the topic. 

Relay Summary Students are divided into teams of four or five.  The first student in each 
team starts with a blank piece of paper and writes one summary sentence, 
then passes it to the next teammate.  That student adds a sentence, 
passes it on, etc., until the whole team has added or until the number of 
required sentences are on the paper. 

Synectics  Students review the topic they have studied by comparing that topic to 
some other randomly selected familiar object or situation. 

Shaping Up Review  Using the Shaping Up Review, students will synthesize major concepts 
from the lesson using four different shapes.  

Exit Slips An Exit Slip can be a one sentence summary of what students learned. 
Other uses are to answer a review question, to pose a question related to 
the topic studied, to make a short list of facts learned, or to set a learning 
goal for the next day. 

Vanity Plates Students create a Vanity Plate that represents the main idea of the lesson. 

FAQ Sheets Students create "Frequently Asked Question" sheets for other students. 

Study Cube Students record 6 ideas that need to be remembered from the lesson on a 
cube template. 

Move Over Emeril Students list the main ingredients (ideas) of the lesson. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.cobbk12.org/Cheathamhill/LFS%20Update/acquistion_files/321countdown.doc
http://www.cobbk12.org/Cheathamhill/LFS%20Update/acquistion_files/The_Important_Thing.doc
http://www.cobbk12.org/Cheathamhill/LFS%20Update/acquistion_files/thelastword.doc
http://www.cobbk12.org/Cheathamhill/LFS%20Update/acquistion_files/Relay%20Summary.doc
http://www.cobbk12.org/Cheathamhill/LFS%20Update/acquistion_files/synectics.doc
http://www.cobbk12.org/Cheathamhill/LFS%20Update/acquistion_files/shapingupreview.doc


Where Do You Find This Stuff??? 

  
Often we get asked where we find the information and ideas that we come up with in Team C&I.  Here are a 

few of Director of Curriculum and Instruction, Neely Kirwan’s, favorite websites!  
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Number Talks = Increase in Math Vocabulary and Fluency 
 
A number talk is a strategy to practice computational fluency with students.  It helps students 

use relationships with numbers and operations to build fluency and number sense.  

 

Many elementary teachers have been playing around with the strategy of number talks for 

the past few years and are seeing good results.  This strategy is not an additional element to 

do.  It’s meant to be used during the Number Corner, calendar and fluency portion of your 

math.  It’s a great practice for middle and high school students as well. 

 

When students share their strategies with others, they learn to clarify and express their 

thinking.  This helps them develop their mathematical language and serves them well when 

they are asked to explain their thinking in writing. 

 

The format for Number Talks is as follows: 

 

 Teacher presents the problem to the class or small group on a chart paper or 

whiteboard. 

 Students think about the answer and how they figured it out.  Some teachers ask their 

students to privately show--with a thumbs up hand signal against their chest---if they 

figured out a strategy, or the number of fingers to show how many ways they found 

the answer. 

 Students share their strategy with the group as the teacher records their thoughts on 

the board/paper. 

 As several students have shared different models or strategies, the group talks about 

accuracy and understanding. 

 The steps are repeated for additional problems. 

Common Core State Standards (CCSS) 
http://www.ode.state.or.us/search/page/?id=2860 
http://www.ode.state.or.us/teachlearn/real/standards/sbd.aspx 
http://www.corestandards.org 
 

Smarter Balance Assessment Consortium (SBAC) 
http://www.smarterbalanced.org 
http://www.smarterbalanced.org/sample-items-and-performance-
tasks/ 
http://www.ode.state.or.us/search/page/?id=3747 
http://www.ode.state.or.us/search/page/?id=3298 

Professional Learning Communities (PLCs) 
http://www.allthingsplc.info/ 
http://www.leadandlearn.com/resource-center 
 

CCSS 6 Shifts in Literacy and 8 Mathematical Practices 
http://www.ode.state.or.us/wma/teachlearn/commoncore/common-
core-shifts-ela.pdf 
http://www.corestandards.org/math/practice/ 
 
 

Instructional Strategies 
https://www.teachingchannel.org 
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/ 
http://www.pinterest.com/ 
http://www.pinterest.com/stefanit1712/ 
 
 

Video Clips 
http://www.teachertube.com/ 
http://www.wingclips.com/ 
http://www.discoveryeducation.com/ 
 
 
 

http://www.ode.state.or.us/search/page/?id=2860
http://www.ode.state.or.us/teachlearn/real/standards/sbd.aspx
http://www.corestandards.org/
http://www.smarterbalanced.org/
http://www.smarterbalanced.org/sample-items-and-performance-tasks/
http://www.smarterbalanced.org/sample-items-and-performance-tasks/
http://www.ode.state.or.us/search/page/?id=3747
http://www.ode.state.or.us/search/page/?id=3298
http://www.allthingsplc.info/
http://www.leadandlearn.com/resource-center
http://www.ode.state.or.us/wma/teachlearn/commoncore/common-core-shifts-ela.pdf
http://www.ode.state.or.us/wma/teachlearn/commoncore/common-core-shifts-ela.pdf
http://www.corestandards.org/math/practice/
https://www.teachingchannel.org/
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/
http://www.pinterest.com/
http://www.pinterest.com/stefanit1712/
http://www.teachertube.com/
http://www.wingclips.com/
http://www.discoveryeducation.com/


During this time, the teacher creates a safe environment and pushes students to share their 

thinking.  Questioning is key to this process.  “Who would like to share their thinking?  Who did 

it another way?  How did you figure that out?” 

 

Many resources have been posted on our Hood River County School District webpage at 

http://www.hoodriver.k12.or.us/Page/6384.  (Go to the district page and hover over the 

TEACHERS channel in the blue bar.  Then click on Instructional Resources.  Click on Math and 

find NUMBER TALKS.) 

 

 
 

 

At this site, you will find a general description of Number Talks, resources, and videos to 

support you in trying this strategy.  If you need help getting started, feel free to email me.  I 

could help you schedule a time to go observe another teacher practicing this strategy as I 

cover your class.  Let me know, I’d be happy to help!      

 

---Jane Osborne, Math Coach 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

http://www.hoodriver.k12.or.us/Page/6384


Our community has done it again!  Boeing/Insitu has granted us $10,000 for middle school 

math coaching and professional development! 

 

The general plan is to provide compensated time for our middle school math teachers to 

work with an outside trainer or coach to develop skills and instructional strategies to best 

teach all students the Common Core State Standards’ math practices and concepts.  

 

Teachers will help design the meeting schedule for training and coaching provided by these 

grant monies.  The project will allow for extra Professional Learning Community (PLC) time for 

middle school math teachers, along with extra professional development on instructional 

strategies during that time. 

 

This grant will assist more students entering HRVHS to be ready for the CCSS high school math 

in Algebra 1.  This proactive work will increase the math opportunities our students have at 

HRVHS because less time will be spent intervening and providing extra support to students 

not proficient in math. 

 

More information about the grant project will be coming to middle schools soon.  Thank you 

Boeing/Insitu for investing in our schools!  Thank you for making a difference!  

 

 

 

 


